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economic well-being, continues to expand and record new highs in employment. 
turing employment remained relatively unchanged. 
BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
Nonmanufac-
The unemployment rate In the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area rose slightly from 6.9 
percent in February to 7.0 percent in March. Resident employment increased from 22,410 to 
22,710, while unemployment increased from 1,660 to 1,710, as the job market could not 
absorb all of the people who entered the labor force. During March, employment increases 
. were reported in miscellaneous manufacturing, contract construction, wholesale and retai I 
trade, and services. Last year at this time, 1,410 local residents were unemployed and the 
unemployment rate was 6.3 percent. State and national unemployment rates for March 1983 
stood at 10.7 percent and 10.8 percent, respectively. 
BIDDEFORD-SANFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
After three months 0f rising unemployment, economic conditions in the Biddeford-Sanford 
Labor Market Area improved during March. Resident employment increased 400 to 28,200, 
while unemployment fell 100 to 3,700. The resulting unemployment rate dropped from 12.0 
percent in February to 11.6 percent in March. However, the current unemployment rate of 
11.6 percent remains higher than that for the state and nation, which were 10.7 percent and 
10.8 percent, respectively, in March. Current conditions, although improving, are somewhat 
worse than a year ago when the unemployment rate in the local area stood at 9.6 percent. 
Higher levels of employment in retail trade, contract construction, and services are 
contributing to the improvement in the local employment situation. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Labor market conditions in the Lewiston-Auburn SMSA improved for the first time since last 
November, as the local unemployment rate fell from 11.6 percent in February to 10.6 percent 
in March. The overall improvement in the local economy was attributable to an increase in 
resident employment which rose by 900, from 33,600 to 34,500, with employment gains in: 
food and kindred products; leather and leather products; stone, clay, glass, and concrete 
products; contract construction; wholesale and retail trade; and amusement and recreational 
services. The increase in employment helped lower total unemployment from 4,400 in 
February to 4, 100 in March. The other good news is that the recession may have peaked 
in February. In addition, the current local unemployment rate of 10.6 percent actually 
was below both corresponding state and national rates of 10.7 percent and 10.8 percent, 
respectively. This marked only the third time in the past 23 months that Lewiston-Auburn's 
unemployment rate fel I below the state's. 
PORTLAND STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Portland Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area remained 
unchanged from February to March as employment gains were unable to prevent a rise in 
unemployment. A gain in resident employment from 88,900 to 90,400 coupled with an 
increase in the number unemployed from 7,400 to 7,500 produced an unemployment rate of 
7.7 percent. A year ago at this time the local economy was faring better as 6,400 local 
residents were unemployed and the unemployment rate stood at 6.9 percent. Meanwhile, the 
state and nation registered March 1983 unemployment rates of 10. 7 percent and 10.8 percent, 
respectively. The improved employment situation in the local economy is primarily the 
result of increased nonmanufacturing employment, with a seasonal increase in contract 
construction and gains in finance, insurance, and real estate; business services; and 
health services. In manufacturing, textile products employment increased slightly. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
Economic conditions in the Rumford Labor Market Area improved for the first time since last 
September. Between February and March, resident employment increased from 16,860 to 
17,370, while unemployment declined from 2,440 to 2,360. As a result, the local 
unemployment rate fell from 12.6 percent in February to 12.0 percent in March. Most of the 
increased employment was primarily due to increased hiring in the area's leading industry, 
lumber and wood products, which was stimulated by lower interest rates and a general 
turnaround in the national economy. In addition, nominal employment increases were 
reported in leather and leather products, contract construction, and retail trade. Last 
year at this time, 2,270 local residents were unemployed and the unemployment rate was 
11.2 percent. Meanwhile, Maine's unemployment rate fell from 10.9 percent to 10.7 percent 
between February and March, while the national unemployment rate dropped from 11.3 
percent to IO. 8 percent. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
The Waterville Labor Market Area registered a second consecutive month with a double-digit 
unemployment rate. However, the 10.6 percent rate for March did drop 0.4 percentage 
· points from the 11.0 percent rate recorded in February. Rising employment, from 19,430 in 
February to 19,770 in March, coupled with a slight decline in the number unemployed, from 
2,390 in February to 2,350, combined to produce this lowered rate. A year ago the 
unemployment rate for the area was 9.3 percent and 2,050 persons were jobless while 
resident employment was 20,090. This March the local unemployment rate was slightly 
below both the 10.7 percent for Maine and 10.8 percent recorded nationwide. Locally, there 
was very I ittle change throughout manufacturing. Most employment gains were in the 
nonmanufacturing sector. 
LABOR MARKO INFORMATION 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES 1 
CIIIILIAN LABOR FORCE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE RESIDENT EMPLOYED 
AREAS I Mar. 83 2 Feb. 83 2 Mar. 82 3 Mar. 83 Feb. 83 Mar. 82 Mar. 83 Feb. 83 Mar. 82 Mar. 83 Feb. 83 Mar. 82 
AUGUSTA . . . ~'. ".'ci'l:". ;_:~1 28,830 28,420 28,750 2,720 2,730 2,630 [J 9.4 9.6 t' 9. l 26, 110 25,690 26,120 43,900 42,400 41, 700 4,000 3,800 3,500 9. 1 (F 9.0 :..!li,( 8.4 39,900 38,600 38,200 BANGOR·BREWER . , t;g/(",;t~ · . .;c 
24,420 24,070 22,330 l, 710 1,660 l ,410 7.0 I 6.9 6.3 22,710 22,410 20,920 BATH-BRUNSWICK .~ '°:'7' ~- .".~ --~ fl \ r ~ 10,670 10,570 10,460 1,750 .. l, 750 l ,450 16.4 I 16.6 t 
13. 9 8,920 8,820 9,010 
31,900 31,600 31,300 3,700 3,800 3,000 11.6 • 12.0 9.6 28,200 27,800 28,300 
6.950 6, 710 6,980 900 890 720 12.9 13. 3 ~ 10.3 6,050 5,820 6,260 
CALAIS-EASTPORT .. . .. f ?i, I 14,350 14,090 14,310 2,480 2,440 2,070 17. 3 ~ 17.3 14.5 11,870 11 ,650 12,240 19,810 19, 590 19,430 2,920 2,930 2,500 ;14. 7 ~ 15.0 12.9 16,890 16,660 16,930 
3,490 3,480 3,560 350 ' . 320 360 10.0 r 9.2 10. l 3, 140 3, 160 3,200 
DOVER ·FOXCROFT . . .. ' .. "'! . ~'.'!'."~ I 6,900 6,750 6,610 660 610 490 9.6 
' 
9.0 7.4 6,240 6, 140 6, 120 
19, 160 18,260 18,720 2,550 2,540 2,060 13.3 13.9 11. 0 16,610 15, 720 16,660 
12,750 12,600 13, 180 1, 190 l, 140 1, 130 9.3 9.0 8.6 11,560 11,460 12,050 
4,570 4,530 4,500 650 
,'I 590 860 14.2 13.0 19. 1 3,920 3,940 3,640 
GREENVILLE . . ~ . 1"~ 'f'I l, 460 1,670 l,290 w 180 7,\j 200 90 12.3 12.0 - 7.0 I 
1,280 1,470 1,200 ~ 
' ,;·~:::;.,-_ · q, i'i'1 ~ 4 780 4,700 4,550 670 650 \,. 520 14.0 13.8 11.4 4, 110 4,050 4,030 HOULTON . . . . , ,, . -~ ,P, , .. •f't~· ·~ . , q 
KITTERY-YORK ... . . . .. . . ... . \~ . . :\J 18, 150 17, 380 17, 240 1,030 · 1, 110 750 5.7 6.4 4.4 17, 120 16,270 16,490 
38,600 38,000 38,500 4, 100 4,400 4,000 10.6 ' l l.6 ~ 10.4 34,500 33,600 34,500 
LINCOLN -HOWLAND , . . \.tr,b"; 5,460 5,450 5,380 610 530 580 l l. 2 9.7 ~ l 0.8 4,850 4, 920 4,800 
LIVERMORE FALLS . . > .. l-~ i' 5,830 5,690 5,670 810 830 ' 770 13.9 14.6 ~ 13.6 5,020 4,860 4,900 ~ I 
MADAWASKA VAN BUREN . . , .:':'. ~1 . :~.?.. 4,620 4,290 4, 180 860 860 i1, 590 18.6 20.0 ~ 14. l 3,760 3,430 3,590 A.:~ I I ,11· ~ 2,460 2,490 2,320 410 460 ff. 400 ' 16. 7 18.5 17 .2 2,050 2,030 1,920 MECHAN IC FAL LS .. . ... . ...... : :.. a •'J 5,270 5,080 5,320 510 410 : ~ 490 
' 
9.7 8. l J 9.2 4,760 4,670 4, 830 2,360 2,350 2,290 310 300 300 '.:, 13. l - i 12.8 13. 1 2,050 2,050 1,990 
PORTLAND SMSA . . .. . ~-,;:-:.p,~·.r11 97, 900 96,300 93,200 7,500 7,400 6,400 7.7 7.7 ~ 6.9 90,400 88,900 86,800 ROC KLAND . c.. · jP',:~'IP#·,t. .,~; 17,300 17, 000 16,950 2,350 2,360 1,680 13.6 13.9 ,· 9.9 14,950 14, 640 15,270 
RUMFORD , . .. . .. ... . :;, .·": .~'! 19,730 19, 300 20,260 2,360 2,440 2,270 12 .0 12 .6 ~ 11.2 17,370 16,860 17 , 990 10,320 10,110 10, 140 l,240 l, 190 l,060 12 .0 11.8 I 10.5 9,080 8,920 9,080 I 
21, 530 21,190 19, 490 2,830 2,870 2,810 13. l 13.5 
' 
14.4 18,700 18,320 16,680 
8,410 8,300 7,720 1, 310 1,330 l ,070 15.6 16.0 
' 
13. 9 7, l 00 6,970 6,650 
WATERVILLE 
"" 
. . . . . . 3:r.'. r~/~ . . ;~,; I 22, 120 21,820 22,140 2,350 2,390 2,050 10.6 11.0 
' ~ 
9.3 19, 770 19, 430 20,090 
MAINE ~-'.-'it°1';:v'~ -..-..-....-4', >- 514,0 504. l 498.4 55.0 54.9 48.0 10.7 10.9 'l 9.6 ' 459.0 449.2 450.4 
CON NECTICUT . .. '.~,-+.Pf,\~ NIA 1,589.3 1,591.5 NIA 131.4 112.5 NIA 8.3 ~· 7. 1 NIA 1,457.9 1,479.0 
'fll'\.;.,~~~~~ 2 9 2,904.0 2, 968.5 237 .0 238.0 225.9 8.0 8.2 c 7.6 2,719.0 2,667.0 2,742.5 MASSACHUSETTS .. . , ·.o~'' · ·~. . , 56, 0 
NEW HAMPSHIRE ~~-}ffi~ . N/A 488.9 478.5 NIA 41.1 34.5 N/A 8.4 7.2 NIA 447 .8 444.0 
. -· "'J ~ 474 3 478.4 479.7 52.5 1 57 .8 J 50.9 11. l 12. l 10.6 421.8 420.6 428 .8 RHODE ISLAND . -·~:~~·iJ;_;{{~, ;; , 
261 .0 263.2 NIA ' 21.0 18.6 NIA 8.1 7. 1 NIA 240.0 244.6 VE RM ONT . . . ·, ,." .. ,, : . ·, : .. ' '. :'!,-.. . NI A i;i 
·~ ~ -
NIA 6,226 . 7 6,279.7 c::: N/A 544.2 490.4 NIA 8.7 "ti, 7.8 ~ NIA 5,682.5 5,789.3 lt1 
UNITED STATES4 .. .· " ' ··~-~~r .. -:- .0 ... I 109,873 109,647 108, 761 11,879 12,382 10,290 10.8 11.3 ';!; 9.5 
,JJ~,"'J(jJ~' 
' 
I All estimates shown are not seasonally adjusted. Estimates for the State and sub-State areas have been benchmarked to the latest Current Population Survey estimates for the State. 
2 Preliminary es11males. 
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LABOR MARKET AREA 
Improved employment in March in the Augusta Labor Market Area resulted in a drop in the 
unemp loyment rate. Resident employment rose from 25,690 in February to 26,110 in March. 
This emp loyment increase combined w i th a very slight drop in the number unemployed (from 
2, 730 in February to 2, 720 in March) resulted in an unemployment rate of 9.4 percent. The 
local unemployment rate compares favorably this month with the unemployment rate for both 
the state and the nation of 10.7 percent and 10.8 percent, respectively. A year ago the 
l ocal unemployment rate stood at 9.1 percent. At that time resident employment was little 
d i fferent from this March at 26, 120 while the number unemployed was 2,630. Most 
improvements in emp loyment over the month were in the nonmanufacturing sector. Manufactur-
ing employment did not change substantially overall although there were some shifts within 
t he sector. Apparel and metals and machinery evidenced some employment losses, while 
and kindred products and textile mi 11 products registered slight gains. 
BANGOR-BREWER LABOR MARKET 
An increase in the number of unemployed helped boost the Bangor-Brewer Labor Market Area 
unemployment rate from 9.0 percent in February to 9.1 percent in March. The number of 
unemployed rose 200 to 4,000 in March, while resident employment increased from 38,600 in 
February to 39,900. A year ago the local unemployment rate was 8.4 percent and 3,500 
persons were jobless. Employment gains in the paper and allied products and leather and 
l eather products industries were largely responsible for a strong rebound in the manufactur-
sector. Leather and leather products, an industry which is important to the area's 
